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SUBJECT: LEFEVRE CASE 

REF: (A) LAGOS 5623, (B) LAGOS 5697 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER MET WITH INSPECTOR GENERAL YSUF MAY 5. 

YUSUF SAID THAT HE HAD TAKEN HIMSELF OUT OF PERSONAL INVOLVE- 
MENT IN THE LEFEVRE CASE SHORTLY AFTER DISCUSSION WITH 
AMBASSADOR EASUM AND OTHER EMBASSY OFFICER APRILI2, BUT THAT 
HE WOULD NOW LOOK INTO IT TO DETERMINE THE REASON FOR THE 
DELAY IN PROSECUTION AND WOULD INFORM THE EMBASSY OFFICER 
OF HIS FINDINGS. YSUSF SADI HE WAS AWARE EGBE THOUGHT HE 

HAD A GRUDGE AGAINST HIM AND THAT THIS IS A REASON WHY HE 
HAD DECIDED TO LET THE CASE PROCEED THROUGH NORMAL POLICE 
CHANNELS. CID HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE INVESTIGATION. 

YUSUF HAD NO KIND WORDS FOR EGBE, WHOM HE CHARACTERIZES AS A 
THIEF AND WHO IN THE COURSE OF THESE INVESTIGATIONS, HE SAID, 

HAS PUT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE ON MANY POLICE AND COURT OFFICIALS, 
MAINLY BY BUYING THEM OFF. 

2. REGRETFULLY, YUSUF SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED 
SHOULD THE CASE BE DELAYED BEYOND THE JUNE 23 DATE AS 
NOW SET. THIS WAS A COMMON PRACTICE IN CASES SUCH AS 
THIS WHERE THE POLICE INVESTIGATOR IS PUT UNDER PRESSURE 
AND IS ANNOYED; HOWEVER, THE MAGISTRATE USUALLY SEES 
THROUGH THIS TACTIC AND ASKS FOR THE CHARGES TO BE SUB- 
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STANTIATED OR THE CASE DROPPED. IN THIS CASE, YUSUF 
ADDED, THE MAGISTRATE IS KNOWN FOR HIS ABILITY AND FAIRNESS. 

3. A MAJOR FACTOR NOW IN THE LEFEVRE CASE, SAID YUSUF, 

IS THAT IT HAS GONE ON FOR SO LONG THAT THE SIDES ARE 
DEEPLY COMMITTED. THE MINISTRY OF TRADE ASKED 

FOR A POLICE INVESTIGATION WHICH IS BEING CARRIED OUT WITH 
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GREAD DIFFICULTY BECAUSE OF EGBE'S INTERFERING TACTICS, 

WHICH YUSUF SAYS HAVE CORRUPTED A NUMBER OF HIS POLICE, 
ALTHOUGH THIS IS HARD TO PROVE. THE CID OFFICERS IN CHARGE 
NOW ARE RELUCTANT TO DROP THE CHARGES FOR FEAR THAT EGBE 
WILL BRING SUIT AGAINST THEM FOR FALSE PROSECUTION. THEY 
ALSO FEAR THE WRATH OF THEIR SUPERIORS FOR PROLONGING THE 
CASE WITHOUT REAL EVIDENCE, OR FAILURE TO FIND THE 
EVIDENCE, OR LOOKING AS IF THEY HAVE SUCCUMBED TO BRIBERY. 

IN SPITE OF ALL THIS, YUSUF PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE STATE 
OF THE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHAT IS GOING ON. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO A CAREFULLY WORDED QUESTION, 

YUSUF SAID IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR LEFEVRE TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY 
IF HE APPLIED TO A MAGISTRATE TO DO SO. THE MAGISTRATE 
MIGHT REQUIRE AN ADDITIONAL SURETY AS A GUARANTEE THAT 
LEFEVRE WOULD RETURN FOR THE HEARING, OR HE MIGHT INCREASE 
THE BAIL. 

5. YUSUF SAID HE HAD IT IN HIS POLICE POWER TO DROP THE CASE 
IF NO EVIDENCE OF A CRIME WAS FOUND. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
HIMSELF COULD EFFECT THE SAME RESULT THROUGH HIS POWER OF 
PERSUASION. 

6. YUSUF WAS AWARE OF THE PUBLICITY ON THE CASE IN THE 
UNITED STATES, THOUGH HE HAD NOT READ ANY OF IT, AND OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF MORE AND WORSE IF THE CASE IS NOT SETTLED 
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SOON. HE ALSO KNOWS THE EFFECT THIS CAN HAVE ON THE INVEST- 
MENT CLIMATE IN THE U.S. 

7. COMMENT: YUSUF WAS RELAXED AND DID NOT AT ALL MIND 
TALKING ABOUT THE CASE. HE ADMITS THAT LEFEVRE IS CAUGHT 
UP IN A CONFLICT THAT REALLY IS BETWEEN THE POLICE AND EGBE, 

BUT HE THINKS THAT THIS CANNOT NOW BE HELPED SINCE THERE MAY BE 
EVIDENCE AGAINST LEFEVRE AS WELL. WE BELIEVE THAT YUSUF WILL 
BE FAIR BUT CAREFUL. HE, TOO, IS IN A SPOT AND DOES NOT WANT 

TO LOOK AS IF HE IS INTERFERING IN A POLICE INVESTIGATION AS 
LONG AS IT IS BEING CONDUCTED PROPERLY. WE PLAN TO WAIT 
A WEEK BEFORE RECONTACTING YUSUF IF HE DOES NOT 
INITIATE CONTACT BEFORE THEN. 

8. WE WILL NOW ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE PROCEDURE UNDER WHICH LEFEVRE COULD APPLY TO A MAGISTRATE 
FOR PERMISSION TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. WE THINK IT MIGHT PROVE 
THAT THIS IS THE MOST EXPEDITIOUS WAY OF ENABLING HIM TO 

LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 

WYMAN 
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